CHAPTER VII

A LOST OPPORTUNITY

Change in disposition of Patrol Flotillas; A wild-goose chase; Loss of Di \
French submarine arrives at Harwich; A lost opportunity; Eu^ attacks
German battleship; Arckimede has narrow escape; Christmas Day Air Raid.

THROUGHOUT the war a number of soldiers, sailors and poli-
ticians seemed to be obsessed by a fear of invasion; I took it more
or less seriously at that time> as it did not occur to me that those
in authority had not some definite information to go upon* I
went very folly into the matter, therefore, and in forwarding the
report I was called upon to make, I based the recommendations it
contained on experience gained in pre-War exercises, added to
war experience to date* The latter, I said, had brought little
to light, except that a well-handled submarine was more immune
from attack than even submarine officers anticipated, and a well-
handled destroyer keeping a good look-out, was fairly safe from
submarine attack.

With regard to invasion or a raid in force, the different sections
of the coast had frequently been tested in our patrol flotilla
exercises; sometimes over 100 vessels being engaged. Con-
ditions were more favourable to the defenders than they were
likely to be in this war, since the defending commander knew that
his section would be attacked within a defined limit of time. Yet
in every case, without exception, a landing-place on an open beach
had been successfully secured. It was not to be supposed that
the invader exercised any brilliant strategy or the defender was
inert. They both did die obvious thing; the invader arrived
before dawn with a number of torpedo craft, which swept towards
the enemy's submarine stations, in order to make the enemy's
submarines dive at a considerable distance, 20 miles or even more
from their objective. These facts proved, as I had always
strongly urged, that the submarines of the patrol flotillas could
not be relied upon to inflict loss on enemy's transports landing